
 
 
Stephen T. Burke (Chairperson) - Burke, from Charleston, 
Mo., has owned and managed a diversified family farm for over 
two decades. He served a 6 year term on the Mississippi 
County FSA Committee and has been an active volunteer in Pa-
rental Support for the Charleston Public School System. Burke 
has a B.A degree from Southeast Missouri State University.  

 
 
Kenneth R. Hensley - Hensley, from Albany, Mo., owns and 
operates a family farm that concentrates on the implementation 
of conservation practices in the Conservation Reserve Program. 
He owned and operated a General Motors Dealership for many 
years and recently worked with the Bluegrass Ridge Wind 
Farm. He has served on the FSA County Committee in Gentry 
County dealing with farm program issues. Hensley is a veteran.  

 
 
Sharon D. Oetting - Oetting, from Concordia, Mo., has co-
owned and managed Oetting Hog Farms since 1981. The 650 
acre farm produces corn, soybeans, and markets nearly 2400 
hogs annually. She was named Farm Journal’s Spokesperson 
of the Year and received the Missouri Master Farmer’s Award. 
In 2009, her farm received the National Pork Board’s Environ-
mental Stewardship Award. Oetting also served on the FSA 
County Committee and St. Paul’s Lutheran School Board. 

 
 
Aaron Whelan - Whelan, from Stoutsville, Mo., has operated 
Whelan Farms with his family since 1998. He has owned Whe-
lan Service and Repair, an agricultural equipment servicing 
company, since 2004. He also served as Treasurer of the Mon-
roe County AgriLeaders and Young Farmers. Whelan has an 
Associate’s degree in Applied Science from Illinois Central Col-
lege. 
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